
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Stop Cancer at work! 

Carcinogens and Mutagens Directive: what is needed to protect firefighters from 
professional cancer 

 

26 February 2021  
15.00 – 16.30 (Brussels time) 

Online: Zoom platform 
Languages: EN, FR, DE, IT 

 

DRAFT AGENDA 
 

15.00 – 15.05: Welcome by MEP Majorino (S&D, Italy)  

 

15.05 – 15.25: Tony Musu, Senior Researcher, European Trade Union Institute (ETUI) “4th 
revision of the Carcinogens & Mutagens Directive (CMD4): state of play”,  

 
15.25 – 16.10: Panel: What is done by Firefighters’ Unions and what is needed in the upcoming 
EU legislation 

• Arno Dick, Ver.di (Germany) 

• Raffaele Cozzolino, FP CGIL (Italy) 

• Ilse Heylen, ACV - CSC (Belgium) 

• Q&A 
 

16.10 – 16.30 : How the EU legislation can better protect firefighters from professional cancer?  

Exchange introduced and moderated by Jan Willem Goudriaan, EPSU General Secretary 

- MEP Cindy Franssen, EPP shadow rapporteur for “Protection of workers from the risks 
related to exposure to carcinogens or mutagens at work (CMD 4)” and EPP shadow rapporteur 
for the legislative report “Protecting workers from asbestos” 

- MEP Johan Danielsson, S&D EPP shadow rapporteur for “Protection of workers from the 
risks related to exposure to carcinogens or mutagens at work (CMD 4)” and S&D shadow 
rapporteur for the legislative report “Protecting workers from asbestos” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Background 
Stop cancer at work campaign 

 
Cancer is now the leading cause of work-related deaths in the EU with over 100,000 cancer 
deaths each year. From nurses to cleaners, workers across the EU are being put at risk by 
being exposed to deadly carcinogenic, mutagenic and reprotoxic substances in their place of 
work. Stop Cancer at Work is working to eradicate occupational exposure to deadly 
substances and put an end to work-related deaths caused by cancer. We are raising 
awareness and building support to ensure the European Union is taking the appropriate action 
to protect workers across the EU. 
The time for debate is over, the time for action to protect those who protect us is now. 
Show your Support and Sign Our Petition Here 
The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC), European Trade Union Institute (ETUI), 
European Public Services Union (EPSU) and European Biosafety Network (EBN) – with other 
partners including the European Federation of Nurses Associations (EFN), Standing 
Committee of European Doctors (CPME), European Cancer Patient Coalition (ECPC), 
European Specialist Nurses Organisation (ESNO), and European Association Pharmacy 
Technicians (EAPT) – have joined forces to launch the campaign Stop Cancer at Work. 
The campaign is focused on getting the European Commissioner Nicolas Schmit to act to stop 
cancer at work by proposing or accepting legislation in the 2020 revision of the Carcinogens 
and Mutagens Directive (CMD) to include carcinogenic cytotoxic drugs which cause cancer, 
such as leukaemia, in healthcare workers and patients in Appendix I, and reprotoxins, which 
harm all workers’ fertility, in the title of the CMD. 
 
Firefighters 
We are campaigning to protect all workers whose job it is to care for us, including firefighters 
and other emergency services workers. Not only do firefighters put their lives at imminent risk 
when putting out fires, but their lives are also threatened by the repeated exposure to burning 
chemicals over the length of their careers. 
Disastrous events such as the incident at the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001, 
have opened our eyes to the broader threats posed to the health and safety of firefighters. In 
the years since 2001, many firefighters who risked their lives that day have struggled with long 
lasting illnesses, careers ending early and many have even taken their own lives. In Europe, 
too many firefighters are developing cancer and other illnesses from being exposed to harmful 
substances whilst doing their job. 
 
What can be done?  
The European framework for preventing and eliminating work-related cancer – the 
Carcinogens and Mutagens Directive – needs to be strengthened. Several Member States 
already support the need to improve the legislation, but more needs to be done to 
counterbalance the economic driven incentives of employers and to reduce social inequality in 
terms of cancers and other diseases caused by exposure to chemical substances. 
It is crucial that public employers organize health checks for firefighters beyond the periods in 
which they are exposed to carcinogens. In fact, the latency period between exposure and the 
development of a cancerous disease may last many decades. Timely detection can save 
countless lives. Measures should ensure that exposure to CMRs is eliminated or reduced as 
far as possible, and that firefighters are sufficiently protected before, during and after incidents. 
 
Why this event? 
We are at a crucial moment where European legislation on carcinogens, reprotoxins and 
exposure to other chemicals such as asbestos is at a crucial point. We believe that the 
European Parliament needs to listen and discuss with firefighters about the challenges they 
face, as consequences of exposure to chemical substances as part of their daily work, in order 
to have first hand information from workers and their representatives that would help political 
elected officials take the best choices in the future months. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/stopcanceratwork

